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Biodegradable metals have been introduced as a new class of temporary
biomaterials in various applications, mainly cardiovascular and musculo-
skeletal applications. Extensive research progress around the world has been
leading to first prototypes. However just a few products are available on the
market. It is generally accepted that the current standards for testing these
new implants are not appropriate without modification. In the current dis-
cussion, it has been found more suitable to create new guidelines for eval-
uating the biocompatibility of implants made of biodegradable metals. This
notion is mainly based on the number of parameters which determines the
material corrosion process in a specific application. These parameters are of
different importance in-vitro and in-vivo. This symposium is addressing the
current discussion on latest developments and standardization in ISO, DIN
and ASTM and aims to demonstrate how efforts in standardization and new
developments can bring biodegradable metals into clinical use.i.org/10.1016/j.jot.2016.06.011SpeakersSpeaker 1: Biodegradable metalsdpast, present and
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